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ORPA Air Rifle Juniors #2 & #5 in the Nation
That is second and fifth in the entire USA!

The Ohio Rifle and Pistol Association is committed to supporting the shooting sports, hunting,
and our rights as Americans and Ohioans as expressed in the Second Amendment. Recently,
eight talented Ohio juniors traveled to Des Moines lowa to help fulfill part of the ORPA mission
by showing how committed Ohio is
ﬁ:—%ﬂ'ﬁ"&. to the shooting sports. Ohio has
EwEwww @ developed a tradition of being one

' of the premier junior air gun states
in the nation demonstrated by
numerous national championship
titles as well as regularly finishing in
the top 5 teams in the USA.

This wining tradition is not an
accident. For several years, team
Ohio has prepared for the national
championship by attending a week
long air gun clinic before the
championship. This years clinic was
coordinated by head air gun coach,
Tom Paumier. We have all heard
the phrase, “The nut does not fall far
from the tree.” Could this possibly be why Ohio does so well at winning national
championships? When coached by a gold medal winning Para Olympian, world record
holding, (and the list goes on), premier rifle athlete, the Ohio juniors have a huge advantage,
and they know it! Coach Paumier with the assistance of Coach Chuck Miller and several
guest coaches took the best-of-the-best juniors from all over Ohio and the magic happened
again. In five short days these 8 individuals transformed into a team. The University of Akron
graciously donated the range for the clinic, along with the assistance of Coach Newt Engle,
and varsity team member Julie DeBrita. Coach Paumier states, “I can not begin to say what a
positive impact Julie had on the team at this year’s clinic... she was fantastic!” At the
conclusion of the clinic, Tom, Chuck, and Peg loaded the team into a couple of vans and
traveled to the recently flood soaked Des Moines lowa Events Center. Nothing could dampen
the Ohio spirit as the team lived the dream at the national championships.

2008 NRA NATIONAL JUNIOR AIR GUN
CHAMPIONSHIP & TRAINING SUMMIT
lowa Events Center
Des Moines, |IA
June 25-29, 2008
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Precision Air Rifle Division

Precision air rifle is the same event which is fired in the
International Olympic Games. The athletes wear leather
and canvas uniforms along with special boots and gloves
which aid in the delivery of a well placed shot on a target
the size of a silver dollar with a dot the size of the head of a
pin in the middle. Ohio has the reputation of being very

talented at hitting the dot. The Ohio precision team earned the title of national champions in

2005, and is the only team in history to earn a second consecutive national title in 2006. With

some new faces on the squad, the precision team earned silver medals and a well deserved

second place in this year’'s championship. The honors did not stop there as

Jennifer Smith was crowned the nations top sub-junior, and Abbey Stanec

finished as the #1 overall national champion. “Abbey, Jennifer and their

family support groups work extremely hard at being the best,” states head

coach Tom Paumier, “Being national champions is no accident. Abbey and

Jennifer earned the honor of wearing the gold medal.” Even though the

Beijing Olympics have not started yet, keep an eye on this group. The 2012

games are not that far away. Stanec prepares to win!

Out of a possible perfect score of 1200 the Ohio precision team posted the below scores:

2008 NRA National Air Gun Junior Championships
Precisions Air Gun Results
Rank | Score | School/State
1 4661 | Georgia Competitive Shooters
2 4627 | Ohio Rifle & Pistol Association
3 4612 | Wisconsin Rifle & Pistol Association
4 4591 | AOACJRC-VFW
5 4584 | California Waterfowl Association

Precision air rifle had 20 teams and 82 individuals.

Individual Precision Standings

National
Day1l | Day 2 | Total Rank
Stanec, Abbey 583 591 1174 #1
Frink, Chelsey 580 580 1160 #13
Strader, Sarah 582 574 1156 #18
Smith, Jennifer 573 564 1137 #39

A complete listing of all the results can be found at: http://www.nrahg.org/compete/natpdf/08-
[r-ag-champ.pdf




Sporter Air Rifle Division

Sporter air rifle is a category designed for entry level air rifle
competitors. The rifles are very light, and less expensive than
precision. The sporter competitors wear sweatshirts, jeans and
a shooting glove rather than the leather and canvas worn by the
precision competitors. But these differences are insignificant
when it comes to the skill and determination required to be

competitive in this division. This year’'s team kept

up the winning tradition by finishing a very

impressive 5" place in the nation. Ohio’s David

Picard led the squad with a 1066 out of a possible

1200. This score allowed David to break into the

elite top 10 in the nation settling into the number

eight slot.

Team Ohio warming up to win!

The scores below show how Ohio finished in the sporter division.

2008 NRA National Air Gun Junior Championships

Sporter Air Gun Results
Rank | Score | School/State
1 4242 | MT Rifle & Pistol Assoc
2 4217 | LCHS-MCJROTC
3 4170 | Alabama Rifle & Pistol Assoc
4 4138 | PA State Shooting Association
5 4100 | Ohio Rifle & Pistol Association
Sporter air rifle had 16 teams and 66 individuals.

Individual Sporter Standings

National
Day 1 | Day 2 | Total Rank
Picard, David 526 540 | 1066 #8
Quinn, Mandy 505 520 | 1025 #24
Fitz, Sarah 505 515 | 1020 #27
Patton, Tiffany | 480 509 989 #35

A complete listing of all the results can be found at: http://www.nrahg.org/compete/natpdf/08-
[r-ag-champ.pdf
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All members of this years ORPA teams offer sincere thanks to The Ohio Rifle & Pistol
Association for their generous financial assistance. As well as assistance from The National
Rifle Association Foundation which is supported by local Friends of the NRA events. Lastly
and MOST importantly, a big thanks to the local junior rifle and pistol programs across Ohio
with the coaches and parents who make Ohio the envy of the nation.

The great State of Texas is scheduled to hold the championships next year. Plans are
already being developed to provide Ohio teams the best chance possible of remaining one of
the top teams in the nation. If you are interested in providing assistance (financial or
otherwise) please contact the air gun director listed below.

If you, or someone you know is an Ohio resident, (or near Ohio) and interested in the Olympic
and NCAA sport of air gun competitions please contact:

Coach Tom Paumier tpaud4O0x@aol.com

Ohio Rifle & Pistol Association Air Gun Director,

or

Coach Peg Paumier

Air gun team administrator

330-868-5165

Submitted by Coach Newt Engle
330-972-6182 Work 330-325-7244 Home  330-972-58&hge  mengle@uakron.edu




